
peacefully resolve the war, over
6,000,000 civilians have fled Ukraine,
and about 7,000 have faced casualties.
The war on Ukraine is roughly 6,000

miles away from our American homes,
and most might forget the gravity of the
situation. But for GCA students Boris
Rizberg and Sasha Buls, the conflict
continuously has an effect on their hearts,
homes, and heritage.
“The war has had a negative impact

on my family. At the moment, all of our
eyes are on Russia because of the things
that Putin is doing,” says Rizberg.
Rizberg is both Ukrainian and

said to meet with the Prime Minister of
Sweden and the President of Finland.
They are expected to discuss potential
ideas for supporting Ukraine, as both
Sweden and Finland are looking to join
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) to provide assistance to Ukraine.
Despite continuous efforts to

acrid fragrance of nail polish and the loud
English-Vietnamese jumbled
conversations over the sounds of whirring
cuticle machines as their home.
“My parents first took me to the nail

shop when I was 4 years old. Of course,
as a child of that age, I was confused as to
where and why I was there,” says Amy
Tran, another GCA junior who regularly
works at her parents’ salons.
Growing up in Vietnamese nail salons,

it seems only natural for the Vietnamese
children to also lend a hand in helping the
family shop while they are there. “I just
grew up believing this concept that you
owe this to your parents,” says
sophomore, Cindy Tran, who also works
at her parents’ nail salon.
This concept of filial piety isn’t new

for any Asian American, but I asked
Cindy to put it into words anyways. Her
eyes shifted to her hands, the tone of her
voice was lowered with her shoulders, and
a sheepish smile crossed her face, “Guilt.”
“Them telling you they’ve worked so

hard, they’ve came here with nothing,
they’ve sacrificed everything for you, you
feel bad and feel like you’re indebted to
them. But, when I think about it now, I
question what am I owing?”
The war between the pull of family in

Vietnamese culture and the stronghold of
individualism in American culture has
been a long battle neither culture has won,
but both have battered Asian-Americans.
“You do everything for family in the

Asian household, but then in the US
you’re basically taught in school to worry
about yourself first. And bringing that
individualism from school to work or
home causes a lot of arguments when
parents don’t approve of you being your
own person and thinking your own
things,” explains Cindy.
GCA is a rigorous school for anyone,

Almost five decades ago, the air
filled with the low hums of cargo
airplanes, blaring horns from fishery
boats preparing to leave port, and
desperate cries of hundreds of
Vietnamese families as they pushed and
shoved to get onto any running vessel
to flee the falling city of Saigon to
anywhere else in the world. Uprooted
from their homes and separated from
their brothers and sisters, ships, planes,
and helicopters took them away from
the smoke filled sky and burning city
across the Pacific to a new world where
they settled. Today, the Vietnamese
diaspora spots the nation, brimming
with life, rich in culture, and with a
unique trademark at the face of the
communities: Vietnamese nail salons.
Seeing the lowered heads of Asian

women sitting on stools and chairs as
they work manicures and pedicures of
customers is a sight almost expected
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when people enter salons to get their nails
done.
“The smell comes to you first, the

smells of all chemicals,” says junior
Trayna Bui who works part-time at her

parents’s salon. “After a while the salons
all kind of look the same, they all remind
me of my own in some way. Even if the
furniture is different I still see my own in
it somehow.”
For most Americans growing up, they

were used to throwing down their
backpacks after school before racing their
bikes down the streets, shooting hoops at
neighborhood playgrounds, and skipping
on a chalk-drawn hopscotch while most
Vietnamese-Americans began to associate
the sharp scent of acetone mixed with

Russian forces first invaded Ukraine in
late February, almost three months ago.
Recently, delegates of both Ukraine and
Russia met to attempt to negotiate a
cease-fire, as well as ways to stop Russian
aggression in a peaceful resolution.
However, Vladimir Putin’s intentions are
unpredictable, and fatal conflict prolongs
the path to resolution.
The war is continuing to spark

international interest, and leaders of
neighboring nations are continuing to
support Ukraine. President Joe Biden is

The Spartan Times is produced by
journalism students at Gilbert Classical
Academy. Questions and comments can
be sent to gcaspartanmedia@gmail.com

On page 4, Chavi Coy explores
the departure of many GCA
staff members and how we will

recover for the new year

Inside the issue:

On page 3, Carina Kalkman
shares the success story of the

GCA baseball team

Also check out stories on the
Latin department's success,
Elon Musk's purchase of
Twitter, a GCA student's

attempt to use chess to help the
elderly, and more!

Vietnamese students seek a delicate balance
between GCA and jobs at family nail salons

Russian, Ukrainian students feel conflict over war

"

"

It makes me feel like I have a whole
personality crisis. Do I want to
be Vietnamese or do I want

to be American?

"It's like two halves of me are
clashing," says senior Boris

Rizberg, who is both
Ukrainian and Russian.

"

"

Junior Amy Tran heads to work at her family's nail salon. Like other Vietnamese GCA students, she
lives between the worlds of GCA and the salon, between American and Vietnam.



half.”
Trying to find themselves at the

paramount time of when a person
discovers the most about who they are
while being stuck between two different
worlds is more than just a challenge. It’s a
battle.
“I find it really difficult to handle both

of it at the same time. It’s two different
environments that clash, Vietnamese
family at work and American friends at
school,” says Cindy. “It makes me feel
like I have a whole personality crisis. Do I
want to be Vietnamese or do I want to be
American?”
For humans there has always been a

natural desire to belong and in that lingers
the fears of being judged for looking,
acting, and living differently. The feeling
that one culture was the antithesis of the
other is most translucent in school,
making Asian students feel as if they need
to take sides within themselves. While
Vietnamese-American children sacrifice

The Spartan TimesVolume 7 Issue 4 may 2022

Vietnamese students

continued from page 1

War in Ukraine
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not to mention students who are juggling
school, sports, clubs, and working jobs.
But the uniqueness for Vietnamese
students comes from the fact that they
must face their immigrant parents’
traditional expectations, without pay,
always for family first in today’s
demanding modern American society.

“The main thing that sets me back is
that you can’t make one side fully
understand,” says Trayna, “Being a GCA
student and doing nails is not orderly.
Because nails don’t have shifts, you have
to be there for the whole weekend and you
have to prioritize one day for school, one
day for work, you can’t split it half-and-

Russian, and feels an internal duality as
both parts of his background grow more
divergent.
“It’s like the two halves of me are

clashing,” he says.
Buls, who also has both Ukrainian

and Russian heritage, explains the
weight she feels as well.
“Since I’ve lost a lot of family

members
from my mother’s Russian/Ukrainian
side of the family, I unfortunately don’t
have many people to share my deep

sadness with over the war. I don’t know
if I have Russian or Ukrainian family
located in those countries anymore, but I
pray frequently for their possible health
and safety,” she says.
While Rizberg and Buls have family

from both Ukraine and Russia, both
students agree that Ukraine needs their
full support.
“I was raised in a Russian/Ukrainian

household,” says Rizberg. “So I’ve had
to maintain a somewhat neutral opinion
on it. But at the same time, it gets hard to
ignore the facts.”
“The country I grew up in [Russia]…

what has the leadership become? It’s not
the place that I had known it as,”

continues Rizberg.
Buls also expresses her support of

Ukraine.
“I’ve felt some pressure to take sides

on the war, and I have chosen a side. I will
always choose Ukraine, even though I am
mostly Russian,” she says.
In April of this year, GCA students

organized a dress-down day to raise
donations for Ukraine. Many students feel
any contribution, big or small, is
important in supporting this cause. Some
have taken their support to social media,
sharing updates, information, or ways to
help.
“All the donations that people have

been giving to charities around the world,
or even just posting about Ukraine and
spreading the message to pray for
Ukrainian people, makes me really happy.
People actually care and they want to do
something” says Rizberg.
Because of his heritage, Rizberg has

especially felt a pressure to take action.
“I have felt that I have a moral

obligation to go and do something about
it,” he says. “I’ve been constantly asked
how I feel about this, or what I personally
want to do about it, given my
background.”
Donations to Ukrainian refugees

provides them access to food, water, and
shelter. In March, hundreds of millions
dollars were raised to aid refugees in
safely fleeing the country. However, in
May, the amount raised through donations
was about 20 million as of the 10th, even
though about 130,000 refugees continue to
flee every day.
While keeping up on current news

regarding the war and the safety of
refugees, Rizberg also reflects on his own
connections to Russia, and how they
might conflict with his personal beliefs.
“I have dual-citizenship, so I am also a

citizen of Russia. If I went back there, I
could potentially get drafted,” he says.
Rizberg’s heritage makes this conflict

difficult for him.
“It’s strange. I grew up communicating

in Russian with my family. That’s my
background.”
Buls also reflects on this contrast, and

continues to support Ukraine.
“As a young girl, I always had this

beautiful picture of Russia in my mind,
planning to study abroad there in college
and visit with my mother and uncles when
I grew older. I have felt a deep sorrow for
the people of Ukraine, oftentimes feeling

time working in salons, they sacrifice
pieces of their culture in school.
“I would refuse to have anyone call me

by my real name in school, that’s why I’m
called Cindy now, a white girl’s name,”
says Cindy, “Being bullied so much for
your culture, you think you’re inferior and
you want to became white. I white-
washed myself, not assimilated, but, I
don’t anymore.”
Falling into the culture of “white-

washing” or becoming “bananas,” Asian-
Americans fear they will erase the trauma
or culture their parents or grandparents
went through fleeing war, violence, and
persecution, but, perhaps, to survive in a

country with a history of xenophobia and
a country where your salon can be shot up
on any regular Tuesday, it is necessary.
“It’s not about being American

anymore, it’s not about staying
Vietnamese either, it’s about the sub-
culture we formed inside of it,” says
Trayna.
America is idolized by most Asian

countries, Vietnam being one of them.
Boarding fishing ships and cargo planes
that take them into the horizon over the
Pacific to the “American Dream.”
Vietnamese immigrants arrive to the new
world looking to start over and set up
what’s easiest for them, nail salons.
Aspiring to support a brighter future for
their children with more opportunities and
hope without realizing they’ll be arming
their children who must fight for
themselves in the battle of
multiculturalism.

continued from page 1

very angry and disappointed when I hear
talk of Putin or see reports of new attacks
on the news,” she says.
“I donate to charities that focus on

medical work and saving lives torn apart
by the war. And I pray, every day I pray
that my ancestors and past family
members help to bring Ukraine strength
and healing,” she continues.
Putin’s actions have cost thousands of

lives, and have caused struggle and pain to
millions across the globe. Many GCA
students plan on continuing to donate to
charities and to support Ukrainian
refugees. While small donations may seem
insignificant, any help is needed.
“That’s the thing about this war,” says

Rizberg. “It feels like all we can really do
is watch the news. But people making any
effort to take action is really great.”

"

"

"

"

It's not about being American. It's
not about being Vietnamese. It's
about the subculture we formed

inside of it.

Asian-Americans fear they
will erase the trauma or
culture of their parents or

grandparents.

"

" I have dual citizenship. If I
went back to Russia, I
could potentially get

drafted.

Students like senior Sasha Buls find themselves torn between two sides in this war.



Elon Musk buys Twitter and a debate
over free speech on social media erupts

the bleachers,” says senior Chase
Guymon.
The baseball team has had their best

record so far at fourteen wins and eight
losses this season, which surpasses their
goal of going 0.500. Their statistics have
also improved over the course of the
season.
“I think our nerves going into that final

game got the best of us because that was
an important game and the pressure got
into our heads a little bit. We were also
missing some of our important key
players, and I think we could have done a
better job managing those missing
aspects,” says senior Jacob Haney.
Although some players believe that

there were some mistakes made closer to
the final games, the team really came
together in the end for a great end to the
season. Coach Guymon’s passion for
coaching baseball is reflected in the
enthusiasm and enjoyment for the game
that the players share.
“I have been working with many of

these boys since they were five and six-
year-olds through little league baseball. It
is very satisfying to see them mature and
improve as they have become young
adults. I made a commitment to give them
some continuity and consistency

GCA’s Boys Varsity Baseball Team
has hit tremendous home runs this season.
Most of the high school baseball teams in
the Gilbert Public Schools district have
played their home games on site, however
since GCA’s beginning, the baseball team
has always had to play their home games
away at other campuses. Now, after many
deliberations and persistence from the
team and coaches, GCA can finally host
home baseball games on their field on
campus.
Hosting the baseball team’s home

games has increased the popularity of the
sport and support for the program as a
whole. A more communal bond between
the team and the school has risen as a
result of recent changes within the
school’s baseball program.
“The team did just as well last year in

the tournament. However, we were in a
higher rank than last year. I feel like I
experienced the team from both an outside
perspective and one on the inside. There is
definitely a difference between the two. If
I would change anything, it would be just
to have more people know how to play the
sport so that people could understand what
they are watching when they are sitting on

In recent events CEO of Tesla, Elon
Musk, has bought the popular social
media platform Twitter. His vision for the
app is to preserve freedom of speech,
allowing people to speak freely on the app
without any sort of consequence
diminishing their freedom of opinion and
expression. Another one of Musk's goals
is to increase restrictions in order to
decrease the amount of “bots and
manipulation” on the social media app,
with a heavy amount of emphasis on
misinformation and libel that could incite
violence. As Musk quoted on Twitter
April 26th, 2022 “By ‘free speech,’ I
simply mean that which matches the law, I
am against censorship that goes far
beyond the law.”
Many arguments and questions arise

regarding the extent of free speech,
considering Twitter is a private company
which has no requirements enforcing the
corporation to follow the First

Amendment. This contrasts with other
forms of mass media which are under
governmental control by the Federal
Communications Commission, such as
television, radio, and even advertisements,
so questions about free speech overall
don't generally arise since they follow the
federal and state laws that are in place for
those forms of media. Whereas social
media is in a strange middle ground where
there is this uncertainty on how free our
speech on those apps are since they are
run by corporations with their own owners
rather than run by the government, where
the people themselves vote for who has
the right to represent them and a final say
with the people. Rather, social media is
essentially a business, with owners that
aren't voted for and can't be voted out. So
when Elon Musk states whether he wants
to add or decrease regulations and
restrictions on the speech to go more
parallel with the First Amendment with a
few differences, this is not done from the
will of the people rather than by a singular

private citizen that owns his own
business.
As GCA history teacher, Jeremy

Johnson phrases it, “When I hear the term
regulations, I hear laws.” So for
regulations to be enacted for something
that isn't under government regulation
many questions and stipulations begin to
arise. Many questions also arise with
Musk's goals, based on former president
Donald Trump, who was banned from the
platform for inciting violence, and Musk
has discussed unbanning the ex-president.
“When Elon Musk talks about

lessening restrictions on free speech, I
think it's pretty safe to say that he is
mostly talking about allowing accounts
with misinformation to stay on the site
and do their business. We have seen in
the past on apps that promote ‘free
speech’ such as the platform Parler how
quickly hate speech and misinformation
have spread, which eventually led to
attacks such as that on the capital in
January of 2021. So while regulations on
what people say can be limiting, I think
it's necessary for the overall safety and
well-being of the public,” states GCA
junior, Maddox Devlieger.

While the topic of freedom of speech
continues to be a heated debate, other
social media platforms that are
predominantly used by younger audiences
such as Instagram, Snapchat, Tik Tok,
and YouTube have all been evidently
seen to be increasing restrictions on
speech on their apps, especially if there is
any incitement of violence or hateful
speech. Many of these apps begin to bring
emphasis on their terms and conditions
which includes Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act, which
permits social media platforms to remove
whatever they please and remove
anything that does not align with the First
Amendment or have a evident risk of civil
liability.
“It's good Twitter is experimenting

and trying to be less limiting, but you also
need to consider if you're trying to go the
opposite direction and seeing how toxic
Twitter is right now, it's only going to get
worse,” said senior Connor Johns. “It's
like how YouTube over the years has
been changing their rules and guidelines.
It really made people angry but people
began to understand why they were in
place to protect people.”

By: Leann Patros
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throughout their high school baseball
years as their coach. They are a great
bunch of guys, and I am proud to be their
leader,” says Coach Guymon.
In order to be allowed to play the final

home games on GCA’s campus, the team
had to work with Gilbert Public Schools
leaders to provide funding as well as
figure out if the baseball fields on campus
would even work within regulations. The
distance to the right field fence on GCA’s
campus was too short initially, so the team
worked out what needed to be done to fix
that regulation with limited funding.
Junior baseball player Noah Scilley
started lobbying with our athletic director,
Mr. Fraughton, to work out a solution.
After pushing really hard, we were able to
get everything in place to have a “legal”
playing field to play on for the team’s last
four home games, plus a playoff game, at
home. The home field advantage really
made a difference and was very
meaningful to the players and school,
especially for senior night.
“Being able to host games has brought

people to the field that I did not think
would ever come to a baseball game.
People have also been able to come to
different parts of the game as this field is
just convenient. The school has even
provided food unlike at the Highland
field,” says Guymon.
There are going to be many aspects

that will be missed as graduating seniors
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Home run! GCA baseball soars to new
heights with a new field

leave their last marks on the baseball
program.
“I am going to miss the team the most.

They are a bunch of goofballs and they get
into trouble, but it is my team and I love
that team. Simply being out there
everyday with them made the game feel
fun and an enjoyable experience. It was a
great senior season and I am going to miss
this team,” says Haney.
Additional changes to the coaching

staff has made a huge difference to the
players as well. With Coach Guymon and
Coach Jim Booth taking the lead, the team
has really shaped up to be a well-oiled
machine that grasps the basic
fundamentals of baseball and puts them to
good use on the field.
“We started to really shape up and got

out of our heads and into the game. I feel
like we have really turned the program
around,” says Haney.
As the season wraps up, the seniors

leave future aspiring baseball players with
some words of wisdom: First, play
because the team spirit is amazing and the
logical thinkers of GCA pull out the most
fun aspects of baseball. And second, do
not worry about being on the bench.
“If you are on the bench, do not worry

about it,” says Haney. “You will get your
chance to play. Just work hard in practice
and do not fool around.”



With eight staff members leaving after this
year, GCA peers into an uncertain future

With their up and running website
mentioned above, and an Instagram page
to spread the word even more with
potential participants
(@checkmate.dementia), the organization
definitely has its sights set on growing
even greater than it is already.

“We hope to partner with a few more
centers in Southern AZ as well as other
states. This summer, we are planning on
coordinating with one of my first Chess
Coaches, in India, to possibly bring this
program to an international stage,” Srikar
says.
Without more volunteers, though, this

won’t be able to happen as easily.
“People who enjoy chess just have to

implement their passion and want to make
a difference to teach the elders. Reach
out!” says Mauricio.
If you want to join in the difficult

battle against dementia, all while getting
to know people from a different
generation, email the organization at
checkmatedementia@gmail.com.

Mauricio Rubino, another GCA
sophomore who is a part of the program,
talks about the importance of
implementing chess into one’s daily
routine.
“It’s all about helping the community

and giving back to the people who gave
their time for us,” he says. “It has done so
much for the community as people who
participate smile and show so much
gratitude trying something new or playing
with a younger generation.”
Unfortunately, dementia’s impact on

humanity is growing worse and worse.
Every year, 10 million new dementia
cases are reported.
“We also want to bridge the age gap

between high school students and elderly
community residents. It will most likely
be difficult, but we will always be making
significant strides in that regard,” he says.

Checkmate Dementia is a non-profit
organization that aims to bring awareness
to dementia and help the elderly in their
fight against this disease. The organization
ultimately aims to mitigate any potential
effects that come with the disease by
using the sport of chess as a cognitive
enhancement and recreational activity.
Chess tournaments are held, where the
proceeds go directly to elderly homes,
dementia care facilities, dementia
research, and even towards buying new
chess supplies. This growing organization
was started by GCA sophomore Srikar
Potharaju.
“It all started with my goal of applying

chess to a community purpose,” he says.
“I came across neuroscience and
psychology and that's how it all began.”

As the class of 2022 graduates, a large
portion of our teachers and administrators
have also made the decision to leave,
whether it is for retirement or new career
opportunities. With a large influx of new
students and teachers arriving for the new
school year, what is the future of GCA
going to look like, and what does this
mean for our community?
A total of 8 faculty members are

leaving GCA, 6 being teachers and 2
being administrators. Some have been at
GCA since its opening in 2007, such as
Ms. Kalkman and Ms. Dratnol. Some have
been here for several years, such as Mr.
Gillman and Mrs. Kalo, and some have
been here for a shorter period of time,
such as Ms. Krieger and Ms. Boehner. Ms.
Christie, an administrator, Mr. Gillman,
and Ms. Dratnol are retiring, having made
the decision to have their times at GCA
wrap up their professional careers.
However, the majority are transferring to
different schools and different
opportunities. This begs the question of
why exactly they are leaving, and what the
GCA community could not provide them.
That being said, the answer is not as
critical or controversial as the question
implies. Many teachers simply wish to
explore new career options, such as Ms.
Fron, a teacher for both 10th grade
English and speech and debate.

When asked why she is leaving and what
she is looking forward to in her job, she
replied with “it's completely out of my
comfort zone.” Ms. Fron herself is an
advocate for starting new endeavors and
experimenting with new environments,
stating that “...that is what growth is. It’s
change.”
Similar to Ms. Fron, Ms. Kalkman is

also leaving GCA for a similar change of
pace. Ms. Kalkman is transferring to
Highland High School to teach a new
subject, anatomy and physiology.
“It’s something I’ve always wanted to

teach,” she says.
She also explains that leaving GCA

was an incredibly difficult decision for
her, and still is. Mrs. Kalkman has been at
GCA since its beginning. She was a
founding member in its initial opening in
2007.
However, while teachers moving onto

new passions and career endeavors is
undeniably good, students are still quite
wary of the outcome. When the current
juniors, class of 2023, were enrolling in
their senior science classes, the majority
of them chose AP Biology or AP Physics
2. So little chose AP Chemistry that there
was no scheduled class for the subject.
However, as Mr. Gillman and Ms.
Kalkman announced their departure, AP
Chemistry saw a huge increase in
enrollment. The fear of the unknown is

still quite strong within the community,
where we would rather take our
secondary class choice with a teacher we
are familiar with versus taking a chance
with a completely new teacher.
Even Dr. Hood himself acknowledges the
anxiety surrounding new teachers and
large changes. The stress of teachers
leaving has been prominent in the GCA
community for a while, he explains.
“Those things, [teacher retirement],

have actually concerned for a few years.”
He also sympathizes with students,
admitting that “the unknown is always
scary.”
The uncomfortableness is present in

all student concerns, however, not just
science class choices.
Amy Tran, a junior, says that she is

“more nervous for the underclassmen,
because they have to stick around after
us.”
A large portion of GCA’s uniqueness

also stems from its concept of family and
community. The official school video
filmed earlier this year consisted of
students “I am a Spartan”, emphasizing
the push for unity within our school. But,
how can we still truly be a family if
numerous members are leaving it?
“Families do change,” said junior Amy

Tran. “It’s not always bad to have a new
family member.”
Ms. Christie and Ms. Dratnol are also

firmly confident in GCA and its
community as they hand the baton to their
successors. Ms. Christie explains that
“GCA is more than any one member of

staff.” Ms. Dratnol mentions our past
move to the current campus, stating that
“We have been through changes in

staff in the past, changes of location, and
employees before.”
They both go on to say that the people

at GCA will be a key thing that they will
miss. Ms. Christie says “I will miss all
the staff, students, and parents that I get
to support and interact with every day.”
Ms. Dratnol, following similar wording,
says “I will miss working with Dr. Hood
and all my friends at GCA.”
The bond between students at GCA is

quite strong, just as it is between
administrators and teachers. Searching
through any GCA alumni’s Instagram
proves this, where their feed is full of
photos with their prior classmates even
years after their graduation.
Transitions are never easy, but they

are often necessary and worth enduring.
A common theme among GCA students
is the emphasis on graduating and “finally
leaving”. This tunnel vision provides a
lack of appreciation for the current
moment and people within it.
As Ms. Christie states, “Don't get so

busy that you don't have time to find joy
in the moment.”
Perhaps instead of simply pushing

towards graduation and trying to get
through a certain class with a new
unknown teacher, we should take that
class to get to know the teacher and
ourselves within these changes.
In the words of Ms. Fron, “the best of

GCA is yet to come.”

By: Chavi Coy
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Not only will uniting these generations
open new doors into discovering how to
prevent dementia in our modern age, but
there will also be a deeper understanding
and emphatic approach towards the
disease.
“This program has definitely touched

many individuals. Our volunteers gain
interpersonal skills as well as volunteering
experience with a community our
generation hardly engages with and knows
very little about,” Srikar says.
Additionally, Mauricio points out how

the idea of utilizing chess to fight
progressing dementia in elderly people
has already been implemented in several
elderly centers across the state.
The organization's activity director

Kim Wood further talks about the positive
impact the program has had on the home’s
residents already.
“Srikar and his program are a fantastic

addition to our Activity Calendar! He is
very patient and has a wonderful way of
showing the residents the game of Chess.
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GCA students use chess to fight
dementia among the elderly



Ms. Vincent and Mr. Merrill lead the
thriving Latin department

Gilbert Classical Academy is known
for many things; one of which being the
amazing Latin Program, being the only
public school in Gilbert that even offers
Latin courses. A program that has only
continued to grow, especially in recent
years. The Latin program at GCA had
only really started with three main classes,
which might surprise many as six different
Latin courses are now offered; with the
latest additions being AP Latin V and
Honors Latin VI.
According to Mr. Hood, “At the very

beginning it was a 7th, 8th, and 9th grade
class, but it was too hard since I believe
those students also did Spanish their 9th
grade year so they took it away. Then
when Ms. Palumbo joined, she discussed
giving students a choice to do either
Spanish or Latin in 9th grade… So, we
started doing Latin in 7th and 8th grade
and then offered that choice of either Latin
III or Spanish. And eventually, we even
added on Latin IV and we hired Mr.
Merrill since before it was just one Latin
teacher. And then after a while, we said
“Why don't we start offering Latin V and
VI?” but the problem is that Juniors don’t
have enough electives so if they wanted to
keep doing music or something they could
not continue to do Latin so then we just
decided to do an A hour so that they could
still decide to take that AP Latin V class
and still have their other elective. So then
we started doing that class and once we
had a 5 we thought it only made sense to
offer a 6th.”
The past school year, 2020-2021,

marks the first ever AP Latin V and
consequently the AP Latin Exam that
corresponds to it. In total there were 26
students who took the AP Latin exam;
four of which got a 4 on the exam and 14
of which got a 3 on the exam. The average
score was a 2.77. This at first glance might
not seem like a big deal but the largest
record of Spanish students in one year
who took the AP exam is 6 students, so
having this many students participating in
the Latin Exam is monumental for GCA.
The Latin students for many years now
have competed in the National Latin
Exam, better known as the NLE, and done
very well; however, the AP Latin Exam is
very different than that of what these
students are used to. Overall, despite the
fact that this was the first ever AP Latin
class offered at GCA the students still
managed to beat the national average. Mr.

Merrill when asked about the AP Latin
Exam scores stated, “Hopefully it will get
better this year and in the future years as
things calm down with the pandemic and I
get more practice at doing it each year.
But, for it being an A hour class and my
first time ever teaching it I will take it but
I know moving forward with GCA that
the more comfortable I get teaching it as
years pass hopefully the better students
will do.”
Senior Hunter Daneshkhah

commented, “I feel like I was pretty well
prepared for the Latin Exam as Mr.
Merrill gave lots of readings that were
important such as De Bello Gallico and
the Aeneid which helped in the Latin
FRQs when it came to citing evidence.
Overall, I got a three on the Latin Exam
and that alone offers a total of eight credit
hours of elective credit which can be used
at most colleges.”
Such preparedness begins with the

lower Latin levels as it sets the overall
foundation for the language. Ms. Vincent
and Mr. Merrill work hard as a unit to
ensure that the students are as prepared as
they can be moving forward.
When asked about the programs
advancements since her start at this
school, Ms. Vincent states, “I have seen a
pretty good growth that at one point we
needed a third Latin teacher. The fact that
when I started we only went up to four
levels of Latin and now we offer up to six
levels in Latin; it's pretty impressive. I
mean that is quite a big jump.”
Senior Justice Turley believes that the

recent popularity within the Latin program
“stems from general interest but also Mr.
Merrill’s popularity, as I can not speak to
Ms. Vincent’s teaching methods, but I
know for a fact that Mr. Merrill makes
translating into a fun and engaging
activity whether that be with competing
teams or even fun basketball shooting
games.”
When asked about the benefits of

taking a language such as Latin, Mr.
Merrill adds, “I think that early on in
Latin the benefits that other people will
talk about is that it will help you with your
grammar in English and with English
overall. Also, any sort of learning that
comes with another language helps to
restructure your brain in a better way so
that you can learn other subjects more
easily. Later on in Latin I think that the
main benefits are why any college would
require you to take classes about other

cultures or other things is because you are
experiencing a different culture. This
culture is more of a different culture of
time rather than location because it is
over in Europe but our culture is so
closely based on theirs that it doesn’t feel
that different in some ways. But time
wise obviously it’s a 2,000 year
difference so it give you a different
perspective and you get to see how other
people lived and structured their society
and even learn about their religion.”
As much as the program has expanded

over the past few years, Mr Hood says, “I
think our Latin program is going to stay
the way it is. We just have to be careful,
we’ve tried twice to hire a third Latin
teacher and have been really unlucky, so
we’ve found Mr. Merrill and Ms. Vincent
and would like to stick with them moving
forward.”
The Latin program would not be what

it is today without the hard work from
Mr. Merrill and Ms. Vincent. Thank you
for making the Latin program so
amazing!

By: Rachel Stout
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